A HISTORY OF POLAND
executed before his window. Even he himself did not
escape the threat of death, or the penalty of insubordina-
tion. He submitted then to his father's will, but was
deprived of his rank in the,army and made to retrieve
his early career by a series of unexampled humiliations.
Like Catherine, he applied himself to the task of self-
education ; and it was at this painful period of his life
that he formed his predilection for the philosophy and
literature of France, later to be commemorated in his
famous friendship with Voltaire. These sympathies were
so marked that he afterwards employed French as his
medium of literary expression, and has left some re-
markable prose and some pretentiously dull poems written
in that language.
Frederick succeeded to the throne of Prussia in 1740,
and became a monarch as absolute as Catherine herself.
He has pkced it on record that he regarded himself as
the " first servant of the State."  His ministers were his
servants in very fact, and bore no other relation to the
kingdom than that of highly-paid but hard-worked
clerks. His theory of government and his internal policy
were clear and precise.  Prussia was to be raised to the
status of a Great Power by sound finance and the organiza-
tion of a strong army. He fulfilled this theory so well in
practice that when he died there were 70,000,000 dialers
in the Treasury, and the standing army of Prussia num-
bered 200,000 highly efficient soldiers. In person he was
slightly below the middle height, and even as a young
man inclined to be stout. This physical tendency, how-
ever, gave way in bis later years to a disposition to lean-
ness, so reversing the natural habit of his race.   The
qualities of his mind may be judged from his written
works.  He possessed the dear, colourless intellect of a
man without illusions and without sentiment.   Like
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